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INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 

PCT/EP2004/013765 



Box No. I 



Basis of this opinion 



1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international ai^Hcation in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 

. which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under 

Rule 12.3 and 23. 1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material 

I I a sequence listing 

I I table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 

I I in written format 

I I in computo: readable form 

c. time of filing/fiimishing 

I I contained in the international qjplication as filed. 

I I filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
I I furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. I I In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or tablc(s) relating thereto has been filed or 

furnished, the required statements that (he information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the application as 
filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bls.l(a)(l) with regard to novelty. Inventive step or industrial applicability; 






citations and explanations supporting such statement 






1. Stalemcnt 








Novelty (N) Claims 2-8 




YES 




Claims 1# 9 




NO 




Inventive step (IS) Claims ' 




YTiS 




Claims 1 ~ 9 




NO 




Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 1 ~ 9 




YES 




Claims 




NO 










2. Citations and explanations: 






1 


Reference is made to the following 


documents: 






Dl: DE 41 12 579 Al (NISSAN MOTOR 


CO., LTD., * 






YOKOHAMA, KANAGAWA, JP; NISSAN 


MOTOR CO., 






LTD) 24 October 1991 (1991-10- 


24) 






D2: US 6 134 4 92 A (BREED ET AL) 17 October 2000 






(2000-10-17) 








D3: GB 2 319 997 A (* AUTOLIV DEVELOPMENT AB) 10 






June 1998 (1998-06-10) 






2 


INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 






2 


.1 The present application fails to comply with the 






requirements of PCT Article 33(1) since the 






subject matter of claim 1 is not novel within the 






meaning of PCT Article 33(2). Document Dl 






discloses (see Dl, abstract and column 4, line 7 - 






column 5, line 20) : a driver restraining system in 






a motor vehicle comprising an airbag (5) which is 






integrated into a steering device. 


In the event of 






a crash, the steering device is positioned and a 






trigger decision to open the airbag 


(10)" and an 






unfolding feature of the airbag (5) is determined 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial applicability; 



citations and explanations supportint; such statement 

by a control unit (9), whose input signals 
comprise a signal from a crash detection sensor 
system (69) and a signal from a passenger 
compartment sensor system (39, 49, 57, 65, 67), 
which comprises at least one facility for 
recognising the seat position (39, 49) and a 
sensor system (65, 67) for collecting 
morphological data relating to the driver of the 
vehicle. In the event of a crash, a motorised seat 
adjustment device (4 3) for the driver's seat is 
controlled by the control unit (9) in a 
synchronised manner. 



3 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2-9 

Claims 2-9 do not contain any features which, in 
combination with the features of any claim to 
which they refer, meet the PCT requirements with 
regard to novelty or inventive step. 



3.1 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2-6 

Document Dl discloses the following features of 
claims 2-6: 

- a weight sensor; 

- a sensor in the roof lining; 

- detecting the distance of the vehicle driver 
from a steering wheel; 

3.2 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 7 and 8 
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citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Document Dl discloses the following features of 
claims 7 and . 8 : 

- a sensor on the exit flap of the airbag module; 

- a capacitive sensor. 



4. Industrial applicability: The device specified in 

claims 1-9 (driver restraining system) can be used , 
in the vehicle manufacturing industry. 
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